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Josef Agassi

Moshe Berent, A Nation Like All Nations: Towards the
Establishment of an Israeli Republic, Jerusalem: Carmel,
2019

Is there an Israeli nation? Is it the historical “Jewish
People”? Under what conditions could non-Jews count as
members of this nation? Moshe Berent views the mission
of the Zionist movement as the normalization of the Jews,
their effort to become “a nation like all nations.” Today
Israel is not a normal nation-state, since in a nation state
nationality is citizenship, whereas in Israel nationality is
membership in a community of believers.

Dr. Berent asserts that the fusion of nation and
community is the source of Israel’s peculiar problems
and its inability to solve them. This is the source of the
tension between its officially practicing Jews and its
officially non-practicing Jews, the status of its non-Jews,
its inability to draw a constitution, its inability to agree
about its official borders, or to decide about peace and
war. Berent makes the case for an official recognition
of the distinction between nationality and religious
affiliation, of the very existence of an Israeli nation, and
the establishment of Israel as a republic — as the State
of the Israeli nation is a pre-condition for finding the
solution to all of these problems.



Meir Bar-Ilan

Haim Hillel Ben-Sasson, YHWH: The Meaning and
Significance of God's name in Biblical, Rabbinic and
Medieval Jewish Thought, Jerusalem: Magnes, 2019,
Hebrew, 284 pages.

This book is based on a dissertation submitted to the He-
brew University of Jerusalem in 2013. The monograph
aims to describe and analyze the different attitudes to-
wards understanding Yhwh's name throughout more
than 2000 years, which is not a small ambition.

The review is divided into seven sub-chapters as
follows: 1) First, the book is introduced by the author
through descriptions of himself as well as of the 'content'
of the book. 2) Unusually for such reviews, this study
includes a short description of the genealogy of the au-
thor as well as his alma mater. The author is the third
consecutive generation of scholars working in Judaic
Studies at the Hebrew University, which indicates one
of the achievements of the university, founded just over
than 90 years ago. 3) The book sets a precedent in two
ways. Unlike most dissertations in Judaic Studies in Is-
rael, this one was published. Unlike the norm in Judaic
Studies, this study aims to discuss sources that span more
than 2000 years. 4) Even in a systematic methodology
there are drawbacks, as is evident in the disregard, in
this work, of historical uses of God’s Name on various
occasions, in Biblical as well as later Rabbinic sources. 5)
Cultural diffusion: The Sages allowed the spread of the
priestly blessing outside the Temple, though they were
reluctant to introduce change concerning other litur-

gical customs (with no connection to spelling out the
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Name of the Lord). 6) In the discussion of the philosophy
of language, whether language is 'natural' or 'conven-
tional,' earlier medieval scholars are absent. Philosophy
is presented as superior to other disciplines, disregarding
modern methodologies that attempt to supersede it. 7)
Though the discussion is dedicated to the sages of the
past, it does not include any historical research, and the
ideas are philosophical in nature. Despite that, the book
was awarded a prize intended for promoting historical
research.

In sum, the research in this book transgresses
numerous limits in Judaic Studies, hence the advantages
and disadvantages are mixed together.
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Abraham Rosenthal

Yehoshua Blau and Joseph Yahalom (eds.), R. Rav
Sa'adya Ga'on, In the focus of controversies in Bagdad.
Yad Ben-Zvi and the Hebrew University, Jerusalem 2019

The appearance of another double page from the Cairo
Geniza of Sefer haGaluy by Rav Saadya Gaon has made
it possible, for the first time, to collect and put together
in their correct order all the published Geniza fragments
of this puzzling book. The late Prof. J. Blau and Prof.
J. Yahalom have laid before an interested public two
editions of the book: the puzzling Hebrew text and the
expanded Arabic translation, both by Rav Saadya. The
editors have translated both into easy understandable
Hebrew and added clarifying notes and references. They
included an introduction and, at the end, a description
of the Geniza fragments followd by an extensive
bibliography.

Still, as in every pioneering project, we are obliged
to point out several mishaps which need repair: a
mistaken interpretation and incorrect identification of
the three 'topics' recurrent throughout the book; the
misplacement of a section; incorrect identification of
persons discussed in the book; misinterpretations as well
as some misreadings, mistranslations and mistakes in the
descriptions of Geniza fragments. Some mistakes were
also corrected in Z. Elkin's expanded article on Sefer
Hagaluy.

viii



Oded Heilbronner

"Tt's good to die for our Land" or "Let us
live in this Country": On the Israeli Liberal

Melancholy in global perspectives

Menachem Mautner , Liberalism in Israel. Its History,
Problems, and Futures, Tel Aviv University press, 2019

This review article studies the history and the present
situation of Israeli and western Liberalism through
a careful reading of the Israeli scholar Menachem
Mautner’s new book and other similar studies lamenting
the slow death of western Liberalism.

In the first part of the article, I review Mautner’s book.
Menachem Mautner offers a compelling account of Israeli
law as background for the struggle over the shaping
of Israeli liberal culture. On the one hand, a secular,
western, liberal group of citizens wishes to associate Israel
with Western culture and to link Israeli law to Anglo-
American liberalism. On the other hand, a religious group
wishes to associate Israeli culture with traditional Jewish
culture, and to base Israeli law on traditional Jewish law.
By studying Israeli Supreme Court activism in the last
decades, Mautner argues that this activism has damaged
Israeli liberal values. In the second part of the article I
place Mautner’s arguments in a wider, world context. I
argue that western Liberalism today is a culture of defeat
and melancholy. I explore the varying nature of liberal
melancholy as it has been manifested in a feeling of guilt
for not sufficiently challenging authority, in a fear of
surrendering in disarray and resignation, in mourning

ix



the human costs of the past, and in a sense of failure for

not realizing utopian aspirations.



Remembrance of Former Generations

Menahem (Edmund) Stein
1895-1943

In this issue we commemorate Menahem (Edmund)
Stein, one of the greatest twentieth-century students of
Helelnistic Judaism, and of much of Jewish thought and
history in general.

Menahem Stein was born in Galicia c.1895, and
murdered in the Warsaw Ghetto in 1943. He received a
thorough Jewish education at home and a good training
in ancient Greek, Latin and ancient history in a Polish
Classical gymnasium. He did his undergraduate studies
in Classics in the Jagellonian University of Cracow, the
oldest university in Poland, and continued with doctorate
studies in the University of Berlin, counting among his
teachers Eduard Norden and Hugo Gressmann. At the
same time, he studied in the Hochschule fiir Wissenschaft
des Judentums in Berlin, with Leo Baeck and Julius
Guttmann as his main teachers.

In 1928 he returned to Poland as lecturer in Latin in
the University of Warsaw and a teacher of Hellenistic
Judaism and Midrashic literature at the High School
of Jewish Learning. Already in 1928 he published, in
Polish, a book in response to the thesis of the great
Polish scholar Thadeusz Zielinski. Zielinski maintained
that the Jewish contribution to Hellenistic civilization
was far less significant than its image in the writings of
Jewish and Judeophile scholars. Stein showed in his book
that Zielinski's factual basis was rather restricted, and

was not based on proper acquaintance with Hellenistic
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Jewish literature.

One result of Stein's preoccupation with Jewish
Hellenism was his two German books, Die allegorische
Exegesis des Philo aus Alexandreia of 1929, and Philo und
der Midrasch of 1931. His Hebrew book on Philo, his works
and his philosophy, published in Warsaw in 1929, sums
up, for the Hebrew reader, the results of his Philonian
studies. Hs contributions to Hebrew literature consisted
mainly in translations of Hellenistic Jewish and Roman
sources such as Philo, The Wisdom of Solomon, the Greek
additions to Esther, Suetonius and Josephus. He also
studied the Talmudic Aggadah as biblical exegesis, and
some of his articles deal with themes from this field.

Stein was a Zionist, and he planned his immigration
to Palestine when the Second World War erupted. He
was forced to remain in Poland and was murdered by the
Nazi conquerors in the Warsaw Ghetto.

A collection of his Hebrew articles, edited by Yehuda
Rosenthal, was published in Tel Aviv in 1970. We reprint

here five of those articles.
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