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English Abstracts

Nikos Dimou
(Hebrew trandlation by John Glucker)
A Story for Savages

This article, first printed in 1980, tells the story of the (then)
recent appointment of a professor at the University of
Athens. The appointment committee was fully aware of the
fact that, in some of his handbooks for students, the new
professor used extensively long passages translated (with
some mistakes), without permission or acknowledgement,
from English books (by others) published by the Cambridge
University Press. In its report, the committee notes this, with
regret, as setting a bad example. Y et the committee decided
to go ahead with the appointment. Its excuse was that there
were no regulations requiring such books for the use of
students to be original contributions to knowledge by the
author himself — and that other professors had also
plagiarized in such textbooks.

Mr. Dimou protests against the appointment of someone
who has committed the criminal offense of using intellectual
property without permission. He regards the appointment
committee’s decision, and reasons for that decision, as
representing an attitude of disrespect for the students. At the
end, he advises students, from now on, to plagiarize on a
large scale in their examinations and seminar papers — and if
censured, to refer, chapter and verse, to the handbooks by
the new professor.

The editors are grateful to Mr. Nikos Dimou for
permission to publish this Hebrew trandation of his article.
Mr. Dimou has asked us to give the date of the first
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publication of the article (which has since been reprinted a
few times in a collection of his articles) in order to show
how little has changed since then. We concur.

John Glucker

A Reply to Professor Zeev Tsahor

Inthisarticle, | cite and discuss a short article published in a
Hebrew paper some months ago by Professor Zeev Tsahor,
Principal of the Sapir Academic College.

Tsahor begins with some reminiscences. Many years ago,
he and his colleagues used to complain about the ignorance
of present-day students, who did not even know the
meaning, and etymology, of terms like ‘dean’, ‘rector’ or
‘B.A.. More recently, he began to redize that such
knowledge, which he had acquired from his own teachers,
was a privilege which these teachers of yore had enjoyed,
since most of them came from well-to-do European families,
and were sent to excellent schools where they were taught
such difficult subjects as Latin. Nowadays, most students are
taught less at school; but as compensation, more and more
students, especialy from the lower economic strata of
society, are now accepted into the universities and into the
growing number of academic colleges. They can now make
up for what they have missed in their incomplete and rather
dogmatic education at school by being exposed to higher
education, where the most important thing which they are
taught is a sceptical attitude, very much in need these days.

In my response, | start by pointing out that it is not only
such ‘esoteric’ subjects as Latin which today’ s pupils are not
taught at school, nor is it a problem only for students from
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the lower income groups. Already in the 1980s, and in Tel-
Aviv University, where most students came from the more
affluent strata of society, their ignorance included not only a
very defective knowledge of English, but even an inability —
in most of them — to think clearly and incisively and express
themselves fluently and correctly in their own language,
Hebrew. The problem is thus not the absence of some
‘recherché subjects from the school curriculum, but rather a
lack of training in most schools in clear thinking and its
adequate expression. | maintain — citing the long history of
scepticism in antiquity — that in order to doubt the views of
others, it is not enough to be taught to be sceptical in the
abstract and in principle. One can only be sceptical of views
which one has taken the time and the effort to learn and
understand in depth. Today’s school education does not
prepare most pupils even for thinking and expressing
properly their own ideas — far less so understanding the
views of others and being able to confront them properly. A
sceptical and open attitude is, indeed, one of the most
elementary tools of scholarship: but it has to be based on
clear dialectical thinking in the first place.

What is needed, | maintain, is not — as Tsahor seems to
suggest — taking the defective school education for granted
and attempting to correct it at university or college level
(which, in any case, is not always done), but a thorough
reform of the system of school education, where learning by
rote should be replaced by learning to think, to argue
properly, and to express oneself clearly.

| add afew remarks about that ‘mythical’ subject, Latin. In
order to understand concepts like ‘dean’, ‘rector’ or ‘B.A.’,
one does not need to know Latin: 