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pedant, n. One who overrates or parades book-learning or
technical knowledge or insists on strict adherence to formal
rules; one who is possessed by atheory, doctrinaire.
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And while on the one hand no amount of classical learning
can create atrue appreciation of literature in those who lack
the organs of appreciation, so on the other hand no great
amount of classical learning is needed to quicken and refine
the taste and judgment of those who do possess such
organs. Who are the great critics of the classical literatures,
the critics with real insight into the classical spirit, the
critics who teach with authority and not as the scribes?
They are such men as Lessing or Goethe or Matthew
Arnold, scholars no doubt, but not scholars of minute and
profound learning. Matthew Arnold went to his grave under
the impression that the proper way to spell lacrima was to
spell it with a'y, and that the words av8pos TaiSodpovoto
TOTI oTOU Xelp opeyeabot meant 'to carry to my lips the
hand of him that slew my son'. We pedants know better: we

A. E. Housman, Selected Prose, Edited by John Carter, Cambridge 1961. 11
.INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, pp. 1-22, esp. p. 15
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spell lacrima with an i, and we know that the verse of
Homer really means 'to reach my hand to the chin of him
that slew my son'. But when it comes to literary criticism,
heap up in one scale all the literary criticism that the whole
nation of scholars ever wrote, and drop into the other the
thin green volume of Matthew Arnold's Lectures on
Trandating Homer, which has long been out of print
because the British public does not care to read it, and the
first scale, as Milton says, will straight fly up and kick the
beam.

.R2D 993 ,79p193 110
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